Supplemental Communications (2)

(The following are communications received
after noon on May 3- 4pm, May 5.)



Communication

From: Gonzales-Levine, Rachel

Sent: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 4:00 PM

To: Pearson, Alene <apearson@cityofberkeley.info>

Subject: Comment on Item 9 - May 5, 2021 Planning Commission Meeting

Hello Ms. Pearson,

BHA is pleased to submit this letter regarding Item g “Citywide Affordable Housing Requirements” to be discussed at
the May 5 Planning Commission meeting.

Thank you,

Rachel Gonzales-Levine

Acting Executive Director/Management Analyst
Berkeley Housing Authority

1947 Center St., 5" Floor| Berkeley, CA 94704
Tel (5120) 981-5485 | Fax (510) 981-5480
rgonzales-levine@cityofberkeley.info

*** Please see office closure notice regarding BHA operations during the Health Officer Order to Shelter in Place:
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/bha.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message including attachments, if any, is intended only for the person(s) or entity(ies) to which
it is addressed and may contain confidential and /or privileged material. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original
message.



JEICIE

Berkeley Housing Authority
1947 Center Street, 5" Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704

May 4, 2021

Alene Pearson, Principal Planner

City of Berkeley Planning and Development
1947 Center Street

Berkeley, CA 94704

Sent via email: apearson@cityofberkeley.info

Re: Comment on Item 9 - Citywide Affordable Housing Requirements, May 5, 2021 Planning
Commission Meeting

Dear Ms. Pearson:

BHA is pleased to see that the City of Berkeley is discussing potential changes to comprehensively
update the City’s affordable housing requirements. Of particular interest to BHA are proposed
changes to the Below Market Rent (BMR) program. The current Mitigation Ordinance sets aside

40% of the 50% AMI (VLI) units for Section 8 and Shelter Plus Care—or 20% of the 40% for
each program. This amounts to a very small number of units.

BHA supports the proposal that would allow all BMR units being offered first for Housing Choice
Vouchers (BHA’s tenant-based voucher program), as well as Shelter+Care (the City of Berkeley’s
program). BHA supports the BMR units being split evenly between both BHA and the City of
Berkeley, rather than Housing Staff determining which voucher program would participate in a
given project. The intent of the current Mitigation Ordinance, to allow a 50-50 split should be
honored in any changes to the rules going forward.

BHA stands ready to welcome any BMR landlords to our program, and the continued opportunity
to house those with incomes of 0% - 50% of the Area Median Income. We also appreciate our
longstanding partnership with the City of Berkeley to house homeless individuals, the elderly,
those with disabilities including HIV and AIDS, youth emancipated from the foster care system,
veterans, and low-income working families.

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment.

Best regards,

Rag

Rachel Gonzales-Levine
Acting Executive Director



Communications

From: Friends of Adeline <friendsofadeline@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 7:10 AM

To: Pearson, Alene <apearson@cityofberkeley.info>

Subject: Comment letters to the Planning Commission May 5 agenda

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is
safe.
Dear members of the Planning Commission,

Please see attached for comment letters from the Friends of Adeline for both items on your agenda tonight.

Thank you,
Friends of Adeline
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Friends of Adeline
friendsofadeline@gmail.com
Like us on FaceBook
510-338-7843




Friends of Adeline

An organigation of msidents and weigllors in South. Berkeley

(010) 338-7843 &8 friendsofadeline@gmail.com

To: City of Berkeley Planning Commission
Date: May 5, 2021

RE: Planning Commission Item 9 - Citywide affordable housing requirements should benefit
low-income people, not developer profits

Dear members of the Berkeley Planning Commission,

Friends of Adeline supports development that truly serves the needs of our community and does
not create profits for private developers and real estate interests. The City and its partners must
be accountable to the people and ensure that development in our community is inclusive,
empowering, and respectful of the diversity of the people of South Berkeley.

The policies of Berkeley during the past 25 years have allowed developers and investors to
promote and build housing that led to the elimination of a majority of the African American
population from our community. What is going on now is continuing along the same path.
Investment in opportunity zones, developing and constructing market rate housing, using for-
profit and noncommunity-based developers, are all promoting the enrichment of the white
population and the further degradation of African Americans and others.

Allowing the market to determine what is built in our community will never solve the “housing
emergency” because the market is the problem. Almost all of the housing constructed in our city
in the last 10 years is already market-rate. Housing must be valued as a human right, not as a
way for white, wealthy investors to profit off of low-income people and people of color.

The city’s current affordable housing requirements for developers do not go nearly far enough to
protect our neighborhoods from profiteering and displacement. We strongly support revising
these requirements to make them much stronger in delivering real benefits for low-income
people and people of color. In particular, we want to see:

1. Dedicate all housing on publicly-owned land for low-income people. Market-rate housing
should be prohibited on public land.

2. At least half of all housing in our community of South Berkeley, both new and old, should
be affordable for low-income people and include family-sized, 2-3 bedroom units. We
support changes that encourage low-income units to be family-sized. However, requiring
only 20 percent affordable units is too low; it should be 50 percent.

3. Developers should not be able to pay a fee to get out of building the low-income housing
we need. Low-income housing must be built on-site, in every project.

4. Include a right to return/local preference policy so that members of our community who
have been displaced or are at risk of displacement have the first opportunity to move into
any affordable, low-income housing built in our community.

5. Create higher affordable housing requirements in Opportunity Zones, to protect our
neighborhoods from speculation.

6. In addition to affordable housing mitigation fees and on-site units, require community
benefit agreements to make development meet community needs.

Thank you,

Friends of Adeline



Friends of Adeline

An organigation of msidents and weigllors in South. Berkeley

(010) 338-7843 &8 friendsofadeline@gmail.com

To: City of Berkeley Planning Commission
Date: May 5, 2021

RE: Planning Commission Item 10 - Support rezoning for truly affordable housing and unhoused
residents

Dear members of the Berkeley Planning Commission,

Friends of Adeline is committed to a vision created by our South Berkeley community that
reverses the displacement of African Americans and only supports development that truly
serves the needs of this community.

Over the last several years, we have advocated for a People’s Plan for our community, including
a right to return for African American and low-income residents who've been displaced or are at
risk of displacement to be able to return to live in our community. We are working with Healthy
Black Families and other organizations in our community to develop a local preference policy.
But we know that any such policy will only be effective if there is housing in our community that
people can actually afford and that is high-quality, safe, and connected to the deeply rooted
community and cultural institutions here in South Berkeley. We strongly support the efforts by
Ephesians and St. Paul AME churches to create truly affordable housing for seniors and
families in our community. We also support housing for people who are unhoused in our
community.

For these reasons, we support the proposed rezoning and adding these parcels to the Adeline
corridor plan.

Thank you,

Friends of Adeline
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